
 

 

Confidential Invention Disclosure Form 
 
For:      

(Descriptive title of Invention) 
 
PLEASE READ: Answer the following questions as completely as possible.  Use additional sheets as necessary.  You may leave blank 
any questions that are not applicable to your invention.  The more specific and the more detailed your answers are to the questions, the 
more likely I will be able to distinguish the patentable features of your invention from broad concepts contained in prior patents during 
my research.  You will receive much more accurate search results and more complete legal advice, the more specific you are. 
 
Description of the Invention: 
 
Note:   
 
1. Please furnish a drawing of your invention in the space provided.  (A professional illustration is not 

necessary or expected.  If photographs are available, please attach.  If appropriate, remember to label all 
elements of the drawing/photograph.) 
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2.  Describe your invention and its function or method of operation.  Use additional sheets if necessary.  Be 
sure to include descriptions of alternate embodiments or add-ons or accessories and their benefits.  
Please explain why a competitor would likely copy this particular design/method/apparatus over existing 
designs, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Identify individual points of your invention that you consider unique.  ***If this solves a problem, identify 

the problem and the solution provided.  If this is an improvement over an existing product, list the 
changes over earlier products and the benefits associated with these differences. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Please list suggested components and materials, etc., if important to the invention, and their significance, 

if not readily apparent. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. What is the title or name of your invention?  Do you have a trademark on this name?  If so, please 

provide the Trademark application number or registration number. 
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Background: 
While the following questions are not necessary to complete a search on your invention, your answers to these questions will allow me 
to provide you with legal advice concerning the ownership of the invention and your rights to file an application on the invention and 
receive a patent on your concept. 
 
6. Please state your occupation, position, department and the name of any companies that you presently 

work for.  Is this invention related to your main occupation or work?  If so, please explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Briefly state when and how you first conceived this idea (work, hobby, etc.).  If this is work related, have 

you signed any agreements at work that may give your employer rights to your discoveries or work-
related inventions?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Will this invention be assigned or licensed, or is it under obligation to be assigned or licensed to any 

other company or other organization?  If so, is the company a for-profit organization having more than 
500 employees?  Please provide details such as the name of the organization or company, your position 
in or relation to the company, the type of company and your reason for assigning the rights.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Have you sold, offered for sale, publicly used or published anything related to this invention?  If yes, 

please briefly explain the dates and circumstances. List those individuals to whom you have revealed 
your invention.  Were non-disclosure documents signed prior to disclosure in each case?  Please state 
any deadlines of which you may be aware for filing an application on this invention. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Have you filed a patent application (US or foreign) on your invention?  Please provide the application 

serial number and filing date and attach a copy. 
 
 
 
 
 
11. Do you have an issued Patent (US or foreign) on your invention or related inventions?  If yes, please 

indicate the patent number and date of issue or attach a copy. 
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Please provide any additional information which may be relevant to your invention or any particular concerns 
that need to be addressed related to your invention. 

 
 
 
  
12. Has a patent search been conducted? Yes/No  If yes, state when please attach a copy of the report. 
 
 
 
13. Are you aware of any prior patents or other publications that relate to your device?  Please list the 

documents and their relevance. 
 
 
 
 
 
14. Have you constructed a prototype? Yes/No  
 Has it been tested/used? Yes/No 
 Do you have records or log books documenting the conception/development of your invention? Yes/No 
 
 
 
15. Is foreign patent protection a consideration for your invention?  How important is foreign protection and 

are there countries in particular with which you are concerned and why?  Your rights to file some types of 
foreign applications on your invention may require that your invention be kept confidential/secret until an 
application has been filed on your invention.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
16. Please provide any additional details or information which you consider important or questions you may 

have:
 


